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ALUMNI RECEIVE AWARDS

Vera “Vickie” 
Blaine
Vera “Vickie” Blaine has always had 
faith in Ohio State. She came to the 
university to study dance in 1952, 
long before it even had a Department 
of Dance. Vickie earned her bache-
lor’s and master’s degrees from Ohio 
State and joined the dance faculty  
in 1958. Appointed by Helen P. Alkire 
to teach technique and choreography, 
she also choreographed for concerts 
and headed the dance education pro-
gram. Vickie directed the University 
Dance Company for 15 years and 
was awarded the university’s Alumni 
Distinguished Teaching Award before 
following Helen in becoming the  
second chair of the Department of 
Dance at Ohio State in 1983. 

Ever since she joined the faculty at 
OSU, Vickie has been a central figure 
to the department’s recognition within 
the university setting and through-
out the nation. When she served as 
chair, Vickie made it a point to make 
connections to the larger university 
and as a result, put Ohio State on the 
map as one of the country’s leading 
programs in dance. During the 1980s, 
while serving as Vice President, then 
President of OhioDance, the statewide 
dance service organization, Vickie 
spearheaded a successful effort to 
bring dance education into Ohio’s 
public school curriculum. She secured 
support for K-12 dance teacher certifi-
cation in Ohio and led the Department 
of Dance in offering the state’s inau-
gural K-12 dance teacher education 
program. The program became a mod-
el for dance certification programs 
across the country. 

Over the years, colleagues have 
praised Vickie for her commitment  
to making dance a priority in elemen-
tary and high schools, for her tireless 
efforts to bring diversity to the  

Department of Dance and to the larger 
university and for putting Ohio State 
on the dance world’s radar. Since 
coming to OSU, she has inspired and 
mentored many artists and continues 
to do so today as faculty emerita since 
1995 by teaching graduate and under-
graduate composition, and generously 
offering another set of eyes to student 
choreographic projects. 

Many people are passionate about 
Ohio State and about their work here, 
but only a handful of alumni, retired 
faculty and administrators who have 
forged connections with the univer-
sity truly stand out. It is because of 
outstanding individuals like Vickie 
Blaine that university trustees es-
tablished the Distinguished Service 
Award in 1952 to honor those who 
have shown exceptional service to 
the university. In Autumn, Vickie was 
awarded the prestigious Distinguished 
Service Award for which she was  
honored at the Commencement  
Ceremony on December 10, 2006. 
Professor Donald Harris, former arts 
dean, said Vickie’s work made it 
“clear to all that there was an impor-
tant center for dance in the nation that 
was not located on the East or West 
Coasts but was situated here in the 
nation’s heartland.” We congratulate 
Vickie on her achievements and thank 
her for her passion and devotion to 
dance that has made OSU’s Depart-
ment of Dance what it is today. 

FACULTY PROFILE

OSU Professor Bebe Miller and OSU alumna 
Dianne McIntyre, two widely acclaimed women 
in the dance world, were honored on September 
17, 2006 with New York Dance and Performance 
“Bessie” Awards. Since 1983, the Bessie Awards, 
named after legendary Bessie Schönberg, have 
been annual awards that recognize outstanding 
creative work by independent artists in the fields 
of dance and related performance in New York 
City. Bebe Miller and her creative team for her 
latest work Landing/Place—which includes Vita 
Berezina-Blackburn, animation specialist at 
ACCAD, OSU alumna Angie Hauser and Kathleen 
Hermesdorf, visiting artist in the Department of 
Dance this fall—were honored with a Bessie Award 
in the Choreographer/Creator category for the 
performance of Landing/Place at Dance Theatre 
Workshop. The creative team for Landing/Place, 
a work in part developed at OSU, was honored 
for “seamlessly melding a dynamic score, digital 
effects, lighting, sets and powerful choreography 

done with maximum commitment into an evocative 
performance affirming the power of community.” 
The award for Landing/Place is the fourth Bessie 
Award for Bebe. 

In addition, OSU alumna Dianne McIntyre 
received a Bessie Award in the Special Citation 
category for “her pioneering work with women, 
African-American and American spiritual traditions 
in dance; for daring to explore new areas of 
expression by fusing dance, live music and words; 
and then to inspire the creative voices of generations 
of choreographers and dancers.” After graduating 
with a BFA in dance at OSU she moved to New 
York City and founded dance/music ensemble 
Sounds in Motion in 1972. Over the years, she and 
her company have toured throughout the United 
States and Europe, collaborating with legendary 
musicians such as Olu Dara, Butch Morris and 
Max Roach, among countless others. In 1988, 
Dianne ended her company in order to pursue new 

areas of creative expression. She is most noted 
for her choreography in the award-winning film, 
Beloved and HBO movie Miss Evers’ Boys, for 
which McIntyre received an Emmy nomination. 
In addition, she has choreographed for Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater and Repertory Ensemble, 
Cleo Parker Robinson Dance Ensemble, Dayton 
Contemporary Dance Company as well as college 
dance groups. She has been inspiring people for 
over 30 years while serving as artist-in-residence 
at many universities and dance festivals throughout 
the country. This award is the third Bessie Award for 
Dianne. Congratulations to these outstanding women 
for their significant contributions to the field!

Bebe Miller & Dianne McIntyre

New this year to the Department of 
Dance are two-year visiting faculty 
members, Abigail Yager and Ming-
Lung Yang. Both Abby and Ming 
were members of the Trisha Brown 
Dance Company; Abby danced with 
the company from 1995-2002 and 
Ming was with the company from 
1994-1999. Abby and Ming come to 
OSU with extensive careers in dance. 
Abby holds a B.A. in Compositional 
Studies from Mount Holyoke College 
and an M.F.A. in Dance from Hollins 
University/American Dance Festival. 
She has traveled throughout North 
America, Europe and Asia perform-
ing, teaching and lecturing, and has 
danced with Donna Uchizono, Sung-
soo Ahn, Emma Diamond and JoAnna 
Mendl Shaw. She has served as guest 
faculty at Taipei National University 
of the Arts (Taipei, Taiwan), Korean 
National University of Arts (Seoul, 
Korea), University of Washington 
(Seattle) and P.A.R.T.S. (Brussels). 
She is a returning member of the  
faculty at the American Dance Festi-
val since 2003 where she founded the 
Chin Lin/American Dance Festival 
Scholarship Program. Over the years, 
she has assisted in several restagings 
of Trisha Brown’s choreography  
including, Newark (Niweweorce) 
(1987) for the Lyon Opera Ballet and 
L’Orfeo for La Monnaie National  
Opera of Belgium. She has directed 
the Set and Reset/Reset projects at 
Taipei National University of the Arts 
and at the Five College Dance Depart-
ment as a way to create unique ver-
sions of Trisha Brown’s original semi-
nal work Set and Reset (1983). Abby 
worked with 11 students at OSU  
on her third version of Set and Reset/
Reset which was performed at Dance 
Downtown Rocks! in May. While 
at OSU, Abby is teaching modern 

dance technique and improvisation. 
Greatly influenced by her studies of 
Klein Technique, Yoga, the Alexander 
Technique and Qi Gong, Abby draws 
on elements from each to inform her 
practice.

Ming-Lung Yang earned a B.A.  
in Dance from Chinese Culture  
University and an M.F.A. in Dance 
from the University of Illinois at  
Urbana-Champaign. Ming has danced 
with Wally Cardona, Hillary Easton, 
Henry Yu and Ming-Shen Ku. In 
2000, Ming returned to his native 
Taiwan and became resident chore-
ographer at Dance Forum Taipei, and 
later served as its Artistic Director 
until 2005. His choreography has 
been presented across Asia, Australia, 
Europe and the United States. His 
works Spiderina, a collaboration with 
The Puppet & Its Double Theater, and 
Eastern Current and White Water Sky, 
both collaborations with Kuo Guang 
Chinese Opera Theater, were each 
named one of the “Top Ten Perfor-
mances of the Year” by the Taishin 
Art and Culture Foundation. Ming has 
served on the faculty at Taipei Na-
tional University of the Arts, and the 
Korean National University of Arts. 
He joins Abby as a returning member 
of the faculty at the American Dance 
Festival since 2000. While serving 
as two-year faculty at OSU, Ming 
is teaching various levels of modern 
dance technique, contact improvisa-
tion, composition and repertory. We 
welcome Abby and Ming to OSU and 
can already see the impact that they 
are having on their students!

Abigail Yager & 
Ming-Lung Yang
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